Peripheral blood stem cell versus autologous bone marrow transplantation for Hodgkin's disease: equivalent survival outcome in a single-centre matched-pair analysis.
A matched-pair retrospective analysis was used to compare 70 patients who had undergone peripheral blood stem cell transplantation (PBSCT) with 70 who had undergone autologous bone marrow transplantation (ABMT) for Hodgkin's disease. All transplants took place at a single centre using the same conditioning regimen (BEAM). Patients were matched for sex, previous chemotherapy and relapse status: factors which have previously been shown to have prognostic significance for transplant outcome in Hodgkin's disease at this centre. The two groups were also generally comparable for unmatched patient and disease characteristics. Toxic deaths and 90 d outcome were not different between the two groups. Three-year overall survival was 68.6% for the ABMT group and 78.2% for the PBSCT group (P = 0.078); progression-free survival was 59.4% for the ABMT group and 58.1% for the PBSCT group (P = 0.255), and relapse rates were 36.9% and 42.6% respectively (P = 0.30). Within the limitations of retrospective analysis, we conclude that there is no major overall or progression-free survival advantage for PBSCT compared to ABMT in Hodgkin's disease.